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CANVAS: How to specify the course Home Page (entry point) 

The course Home page is where participants enter the course. There are five different options: select the 

one that provides the most effective and efficient entry point for your students. 

Each one provides the student with a “To Do” list on the right side. 

In Course Detail Settings, you can specify that recent announcements appear at the top of the Home Page. 

Specify course Home page (= entry page) 

 Click “Home” in the course menu 

 Look to the far right menu and click “Choose Home Page” 

The default is “Course Modules”, which is an inefficient and unattractive choice. 

RECOMMENDATION: Set Home Page to “Syllabus” or to “Pages FrontPage”. 
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If HOME= COURSE ACTIVITY STREAM 
The Course Activity Stream lets students see the most recent activity and interactions for the course. It is 

very similar to the recent activity stream in the Dashboard but only shows content for the specific course. It 

provides very little information or guidance for navigating the course and thus could be confusing as a 

starting point. 

If HOME = PAGES FRONT PAGE 
The PAGE option allows the instructor to design the course home page as a “web page” that can include 

links, images, and rich media. It is saved in the PAGE storage folder. 

First, go to Pages and create, save, and 

publish the page. 

Then, on the Pages screen, flag this 

specific page as the ‘FrontPage’ option. 

To finish, click “Home”, select “Pages 

Front Page”. 

If HOME= COURSE MODULES 
If your Home Page is set to view Course Modules, in addition to the To Do list, the sidebar displays: 

 A “Coming Up section”, which lists activities coming up in the course schedule within the next 7 
days. Users can click the Calendar link to access the course calendar. 

 The Recent Feedback section, which shows assignments with instructor feedback during the last 

four weeks (this section shows to all user roles but feedback is only displayed to students). 

If HOME= ASSIGNMENT LIST 
The Assignment List shows the list of published assignments for the course. The list can be sorted by date 

or type of assignments and there is a search tool to help find activities by a keyword. Users can click on an 

assignment to view more details about it. 

If HOME = SYLLABUS 
The Syllabus is basically an editable webpage (like PAGE) that also includes a course calendar, reminders, 

and an auto-generated schedule of all published course assignments. 

It is recommended that you build an efficient and attractive navigation structure containing links to each 

module. If you wish, include images and rich media. Provide instructor contact information, a link to the 

class syllabus (as a stored file) and other information (e.g., welcome video, initial survey). 

Tip: If you set HOME= Syllabus, remove “Syllabus” from the Course Menu. 
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Example of Course with Home page set to “Syllabus” and a modified Course Menu. 
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