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When [ was growing up in Southwest lowa, I did not think about working with crops, soils.
ther and climate. My dad worked as a financial officer for Brown’s Shoe Fit. My mom

or wi
was a teacher. However, my mom’s brother was a farmer, and we would often visit “the
farm” sonth of Shenandoah. I liked math and science.

The summer before my senior year I spent a month as a volunteer working in Isle Royale
National Park. | was part of a team of six students who renovated a campsite. Through this
experience I realized that I wanted to do something related to the environment.
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College

15~ \be91 n{docume n t} 1 liked math and science so I picked a major in college that had a lot of math and science.
16 electrical engineering. I enjoyed it very much, but was still trving to find how I conld use
the type of information [ was learning in a way that could benefit our understanding of the

. environment. During my freshman year, I had a professor that I really (mm((l After being

17 \maket1 t] e around him for a while, I realized that I wanted to “be like him when I grew up” and beecome

a faculty member at a college or university, teaching and doing research
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High School Teacher

As [ got close to hm(l\n\nun I knew that I wanted to go to graduate school so that I could
become a pi but I also realized that before I started I wanted to do some
interesting service project. So I joined the Mississippi Teacher Corps for two
became a high school teacher. I taught chemistry and physics in Clarksdale, N
experienced reinforced my feeling that T wanted to be a teacher, but at a higher level than
high school
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when I was growing up in Southwest TIowa,
I did not think about working with crops, soils, or
weather and climate.
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. . . Graduate School
23 My dad worked as a financial officer for Brown's Shoe raduate Behoo

Fit.

I applied to several graduate schools during the winter of my last vear of teaching at Clarks-
dale High School. However, [ didn’t know exactly what I wanted to study in graduate school

24 My mom was a teacher.
25 However, my mom's brother was a farmer,
south of

1

and we would often visit ~“the farm''




